Local Government Study Commission for the Town of Philipsburg
Public Hearing, July 8, 2026

| wish to register opposition to the recommendation that the town adopt self-governing
powers for the following reasons.

1. The expense would be substantial at a time when our general fund is stretched to
the limit.

2. Ourcurrent system of general powers has served us perfectly well since it was
established. Furthermore, there is nothing at this time or the near future that would
require self-governing powers to implement. (We do have a current community plan
in place.)

3. Should the need arise in the future, we may reconsider the option at any time and
choose to adopt at that time.

4. Your own survey results indicate that voters were 3 to 2 against. (With due respect to
Peter’s statistical analysis.) The span according to simple percentages was 51.8%
opposed and 38.3% in favor. The remaining were undecided.

5. “We might want them in the future.” [s not a substantial enough reason to subject
the town to the cost, with no return on investment.

Respectfully submitted,
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Anne E. Fillmore
402 W Broadway

Philipsburg, MT 59858



